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The  Urban  District  Council  of  Oldbury. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICALOFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Oldbury. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting'  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health,  vital  statistics,  and  sanitary  condition  generally 
of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1913. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

file  area  of  the  Urban  District  of  Oldbury  comprises  3548 
acres,  being  divided  into  two  portions — an  upper  or  eastern 
part  and  a  lower  or  western  part.  The  upper  portion  is  chiefly 
residential  and  agricultural,  whilst  the  lower  part  is  mainly  in¬ 
dustrial  ;  the  many  works  are  almost  entirely  situated  in  this 
part  of  the  town. 

T  he  eastern  portion  stands  upon  the  lower  bed  of  the  new 
red  sandstone,  the  sub-soil  being  of  a  sandy  nature.  The 
western  part  lies  over  the  coal  measures,  the  sub-soil  being 
chiefly  clay  or  marl. 

The  industries  are  of  a  varied  character — iron  works,  brick 
works,  railway  carriage  and  wagon  works,  alkali  and  phos¬ 
phorus  works,  boiler  works,  tube  works,  and  many  of  an  allied 
character,  d'here  are,  besides  these,  surgical  dressing  works, 
box  making,  clothing  factories,  etc.  In  the  eastern  part  there 
are  a  good  number  of  small  dairy  farmers  and  cow-keepers. 

The  population,  as  estimated  at  30th  June  last,  was  34,000. 

There  are  7686  habitable  houses  in  the  district ;  of  these 
1 71  were  stated  to  be  void  at  the  end  of  the  year;  the  number 
of  habited  houses  was,  therefore,  7510.  Taking  the  estimated 
population  at  34,000,  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house 
is  4.5. 
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Births. 


The  greater  proportion  of  the  houses  are  rated  at  £10  and 
under. 

During  the  past  year  only  93  new  houses  were  erected  in 
the  district;  if  this  semi-stagnation  in  the  building  of  new 
houses  continues,  we  shall  soon  be  faced  with  a  dearth  of  house 
accommodation,  especially  if  our  population  continues  to  increase 
at  the  same  rate  it  has  done  during  the  past  few  years.  There 
is  at  present  a  great  want  of  houses  at  about  £\6  to  £25  per 
annum. 

The  erection  of  new  buildings  is  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

During  the  year  1913  1021  persons  received  parish  relief 
in  the  following  manner  : — 247  in-door  relief,  507  had  out-door 
assistance,  and  267  were  attended  by  the  District  Medical 
Officers  as  parish  patients. 

There  is  ample  provision  in  the  shape  of  hospital  treatment 
for  the  inhabitants  who  are  above  the  pauper  class  by  the  hos¬ 
pitals  in  the  vicinity,  viz.,  West  Bromwich  Hospital,  Birming¬ 
ham  Women’s,  Children’s,  and  other  charitable  institutions  in 
the  city. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the 
year  1913  was  1033.  There  were  also,  in  addition,  4  born  in 
the  West  Bromwich  Workhouse  of  parents  belonging  to  Old¬ 
bury.  The  nett  total  of  births  was,  therefore,  1039 — 53 1  males 
and  508  females — giving  an  annual  birth-rate  of  30.5  per  1000 
inhabitants.  This  is  less  than  the  1912  birth-rate,  which  was 
31.7;  it  is,  however,  exactly  the  same  as  it  was  in  1911,  viz., 
30.5.  The  average  birth-rate  for  the  past  five  years  is  32.4  per 
annum.  This  fall  in  our  birth-rate,  although  not  very  serious, 
when  compared  with  the  birth-rate  of  the  country  generally — 
which  is  about  22  per  1000 — still  is  a  matter  of  regret,  and 
shows  that  we  are  participating,  to  some  extent,  in  the  general 
decline  in  the  country’s  natural  increase. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  igij  and  previous  five  years. 


This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in  the  district,  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the 

corresponding  rates. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  3548 

Total  population  at  all  -jger.,34,000  ;  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  7,510  ;  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-5  ;  at  Census  of  1911. 


Deaths. 
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DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  in  1913  was 
4K7  ;  ol  these,  3  were  of  persons  who  were  not  Oldburv  in¬ 
habitants.  This  reduces  the  number  to  4H4,  which  gives  a 
death-rate  of  14.3  per  1000  inhabitants  per  annum.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  we  have  to  include  bo  deaths  of  inhabitants  who  died 
outside  our  area ;  these  occurred  chiefly  at  West  Bromwich 
Workhouse,  and  the  Barnsley  Hall  and  Powick  Asylums,  and 
a  few  took  place  at  the  Hospitals  at  West  Bromwich  and  Bir¬ 
mingham.  The  total  number  of  nett  deaths  of  persons  belong¬ 
ing  to  Oldbury  was,  therefore,  544,  which  gives  a  death-rate 
of  15.9  per  1000  per  annum.  This  compares  rather  unfavour¬ 
ably  with  that  of  the  previous  year  (1912),  when  the  nett  death- 
rate  was  13.6  per  annum.  This  increase  is  principally  due  to 
two  causes,  viz.,  deaths  from  measles  and  diarrheeal  diseases, 
the  measles  deaths  being  64,  compared  with  3,  an  increase  of 
61  over  the  previous  year.  The  diarrheeal  deaths  were  69,  com¬ 
pared  with  19,  an  increase  of  50.  These  two  diseases,  there¬ 
fore,  give  a  nett  increase  of  1  1  1  deaths  over  what  they  gave  in 
1912.  But  for  this  increase  of  epidemic  disease  our  death-rate 
would  have  been  much  less  than  it  was  in  1912,  which  provided 
a  record. 


TABI  ,K  1 1. —  Causes  of  and  Ages  at ,  Death  during  the  Year  UflJ. 


Causes  of  Heath. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents”  whether 
occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

All  Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

I  and 

under  2 

years. 

2  and 

under  5  j 

years. 

5  and 

under  1 5 

years. 

1 5  and 

under  25 

years. 

25  and 

[  under  45 

years. 

45  and 

under  65 

years. 

65  and 

upwards. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

...  \  Certified . 

547 

r  61 

60 

44 

25 

9 

41 

102 

105 

All  causes  j  Uncenified 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

I 

I 

... 

Small-Pox  . 

Measles 

64 

0 

22 

24 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

.  • . 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

5 

. . . 

2 

2 

I 

... 

... 

Influenza 

4 

2 

I 

r 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tubercu- 

losis) 

16 

I 

2 

5 

5 

1  ; 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

5 

1 

... 

0 

2 

. . . 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases... 

8 

2 

2 

I 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

>8 

I 

3 

24 

10 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

I 

1 

Meningitis 

9 

3 

I 

2 

2 

I 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

31 

I 

1 

2 

I 

4 

I  I 

1 1 

Bronchitis 

48 

1 2 

2 

1 

I 

13 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

33 

9 

6 

2 

3 

I 

3 

6 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

Organs 

3 

1 

I 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

69 

44 

14 

c* 

2 

I 

3 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

1 

I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

6 

0 

4 

Alcoholism 

1 

... 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

Disease 

12 

3 

I 

2 

5 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 

of  Pregnancy  and  Par- 

turition 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mai- 

formation,  including  Pre- 

mature  Birth 

52 

50 

1 

I 

. . . 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide 

14 

6 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Suicides 

4 

1 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

117 

18 

7 

I 

2 

r 

12 

25 

5t 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

known 

1 

... 

I 

Totals  ... 

547 

l6l 

60 

44 

25 

9 

41 

102 

105 

SUB-ENTRIES  ( included 

in  above  figures. ) 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

... 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

... 

Infantile 

Mortality. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  nett  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  were  160,  giving 
an  infantile  mortality  of  154  per  1000  births,  compared  with  135 
deaths  and  an  infantile  mortality  of  128  in  the  previous  year 
(1912).  This  increase  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  two  diseases 
mentioned  above,  namely,  measles  and  diarrhoea.  There  were  14 
deaths  from  measles  amongst  children  under  one  year,  as 
against  1  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  44  deaths  amongst 
infants  under  one  year  due  to  diarrhoea,  compared  with  15  in 
1912,  or  a  nett  increase  from  these  two  causes  of  32  deaths. 
There  were  34  illegitimate  children  born,  with  23  deaths  ;  this 
is  a  very  high  mortality  amongst  these  unfortunate  children, 
and  is  greatly  to  he  deplored.  The  Lady  Health  Missioner  has 
done  her  best  to  prevent  this  state  of  things  by  visiting  and 
giving  the  best  possible  advice,  hut  without  much  good  being 
attained  up  to  the_  present.  'I'here  has  been  1  death  amongst 
infants  under  one  year  due  to  being  overlain  ;  there  was  also 
1  case  of  a  newly-born  child  being  found  in  a  field  suffocated, 
the  Coroner’s  jury  returning  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against 
some  person  unknown  ;  but  up  to  the  present  the  guilty  party 
has  not  been  discovered.  There  were  9  deaths  due  to  convul¬ 
sions,  21  deaths  were  caused  bv  respiratory  affections,  being  8 
less  from  these  causes  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  was  1 
death  from  whooping  cough,  or  7  less  than  in  1912.  There 
were  15  deaths  due  to  premature  birth,  against  21  from  this 
cause  in  the  previous  year.  From  the  above  facts  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  was  a  general  decrease  in  infantile  deaths  from 
general  causes,  the  outstanding  reason  for  the  increase  in  in¬ 
fantile  mortality  over  the  previous  year  were  the  two  mentioned 
before,  viz.,  measles  and  diarrhoea.  Every  effort  was  made  to 
mitigate  this  mortality — handbills  were  distributed  over  the 
whole  district  giving  instructions  how  to  treat  these  diseases  ; 
disinfectants  were  supplied  free  to  the  cases  by  the  Sanitary 
Department;  the  Lady  Health  Missioner  constantly  visited  the 
houses  wherever  it  was  know  that  these  diseases  existed,  giving 
advice  and  assistance  whenever  required. 


9 


TABLE  III. — Injantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  19IJ. 

Deaths  Jrom  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of 

Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under 

1  week. 

1-2  weeks. 

C/5 

OJ 

<L> 

fO 

N 

e/5 

<u 

ro 

Total  under 

4  weeks. 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  months. 

3  months  and 

under  6  months. 

6  months  and 

under  9  months. 

9  months  and 

under  12  months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year. 

j  Certified 

30 

8 

4 

5 

47 

26 

37 

27 

24 

161 

All  Causes  • 

(  Uncertified 

... 

(Small-pox 

|  Chicken-pox  ... 

j  Measles 

... 

... 

I 

5 

8 

'4 

]  Scarlet  Fever... 

j  Whooping  Cough 

I 

I 

[  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

(  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

I 

I 

•1  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

I 

I 

I  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

I 

1 

2 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 

2 

1 

3 

Convulsions 

2 

I 

2 

5 

2 

I 

1 

9 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

I 

... 

1 

3 

2 

4 

2 

12 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

I 

3 

4 

9 

|  Diarrhoea 

4 

8 

3 

4 

19 

I  Enteritis 

I 

1 

2 

10 

8 

I 

2  2 

Gastritis 

1 

2 

3 

Syphilis 

1 

I 

2 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

I 

1 

I 

2 

Injury  at  Birth 

3 

I 

4 

... 

4 

Atelectasis 

I 

I 

2 

2 

(Congenital  Malformations  .. 

I 

2 

3 

3 

j  Premature  Birth 
j  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Maras- 

10 

I 

I 

I 

13 

1 

I 

15 

mus 

I  I 

I 

2 

I 

1 5 

8 

3 

I 

3 

30 

Other  Causes 

I 

I 

2 

2 

1 

2 

7 

Poliomyelitis... 

Totals 

30 

8 

4 

4 

47 

26 

37 

27 

24 

161 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — Legitimate,  1005  ;  Illegitimate,  34. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of—  Legitimate  Infants,  138  ;  Illegitimate  Infants,  23. 
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ZYMOTIC  DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  zymotic  deaths  was  1 4 1 ,  giving  a 
zymotic  death-rate  of  3.26,  compared  with  45  zymotic  deaths, 
and  a  zymotic  death-rate  of  1.3  in  the  previous  year  (1912). 
There  was  only  1  death  from  typhoid  fever.  For  the  second 
year  in  succession  I  am  pleased  to  report  there  was  no  death 
due  to  scarlet  fever;  64  deaths  were  clue  to  measles.  There 
was  1  death  from  erysipelas,  5  from  diphtheria  and  croup,  1 
death  from  whooping  cough,  and  69  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and 
epidemic  enteritis. 

CANCER  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  cancer  was  38,  with 
a  cancer  death-rate  of  1.1  per  1000  inhabitants,  compared  with 
29  deaths  and  a  mortality  rate  of  0.8  in  1912.  From  these 
figures  this  disease  appears  to  be  steadily  on  the  increase. 

PHTHISIS  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  pulmonary  phthisis  was  16, 
with  a  phthisis  mortality  of  0.47  per  1000.  This  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  returns  of  several  years  past,  and  especially 
with  the  records  of  the  previous  year  (1912),  when  the  figures 
were  30  deaths  and  a  mortality  rate  of  0.9. 

The  year  1913  was  the  first  year  that  other  forms  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  were  compulsorily  notified.  I,  therefore,  give  the 
mortality  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  under  this  heading. 
There  were  13  deaths  from  tubercular  disease  notified  during 
the  year;  they  were  chiefly  deaths  from  tabes  mesenterica  and 
tubercular  meningitis,  and  were  all  in  children.  The  mortality 
rate  from  these  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  0.38. 

RESPIRATORY  DEATHS. 

The  deaths  from  bronchitis  during  the  year  1913  were  48, 
compared  with  55  in  1912.  There  were  33  deaths  from  pneu¬ 
monia  of  all  forms  during  the  past  year,  which  was  exactly  the 
same  number  as  that  of  the  previous  year,  when  it  was  also  33. 
There  were  3  deaths  from  other  forms  of  respiratory  disease, 
also  the  same  as  in  1912.  The  respiratory  mortality  for  1913 
is  2.4  per  1000,  compared  with  2.8  in  1912.  Table  III.  shews 
once  again  that  the  deaths  from  these  affections  are  amongst 
those  at  the  extremes  of  life,  viz.,  those  under  one  year  of  age 
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Infectious 

Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


and  those  over  65,  the  figures  being — under  one  year,  21  deaths, 
over  05,  22  deaths  ;  and,  as  in  previous  years,  the  next  period 
when  most  deaths  occurred  was  in  those  of  upwards  of  45  years 
of  age.  There  were  19  deaths  in  persons  of  this  time  of  life, 
mostly  in  those  about  60  years  of  age. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year  1913 
numbered  250;  this  included  all  the  various  forms  of  tuber¬ 
culosis.  The  notified  diseases  are  as  follows  :  —  Enteric  or 
typhoid  fever  4,  scarlet  fever  97,  diphtheria  26,  erysipelas  33, 
acute  poliomyelitis  1,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  55,  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis  it,  and  3  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Scarlet  fever  has  been  more  or  less  prevalent  during  the 
whole  year,  but  never  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  considered  epi¬ 
demic  in  its  character.  Seventy-one  of  the  97  cases  reported 
were  in  the  Warley  districts,  the  precise  figures  being  33  in 
Warley  North  and  38  in  Warley  South.  Six  cases  were  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  Langley  district  which  immediately  adjoins 
Warley,  thus  leaving  only  19  cases  for  the  remaining  portions 
of  the  township;  of  these,  9  were  in  the  Broadwell  Ward, 
which  also  borders  on  the  Warley  and  Smethwick  areas  ;  there 
were  5  cases  in  the  Central  Ward,  and  6  in  Rounds  Green  Ward. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  great  number  of  the  cases  being  in 
Warley  has  been  due  to  its  close  proximity  to  Birmingham  and 
Smethwick,  where  the  disease  has  been  particularly  rife  during 
the  past  year.  There  is  also  the  fact  that  most  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  the  Warley  districts  are  employed  in  Birmingham,  and 
doubtless  this  inter-communication  accounts  in  a  great  measure 
for  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  this  part  of  the  town.  The 
Sanitary  Department  has  been  kept  well  employed  during  the 
year  in  attending  to  these  cases,  and  in  taking  all  possible 
measures  to  prevent  a  serious  epidemic.  Wherever  possible 
the  cases  were  removed  immediately  to  the  Holly  Lane  Hospital, 
34  cases  in  all  being  treated  in  that  institution.  Where  the 
cases  were  not  removed  full  instructions  were  given  as  to  the 
treatment  and  isolation  of  the  patient,  a  plentiful  supply  of  dis¬ 
infectants  was  afforded,  and  at  the  termination  of  the  cases 
the  bedding  and  clothing  were  removed  to  the  disinfector,  the 
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Diphtheria. 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum, 


house  stripped  of  paper,  stoved,  and  limewashed.  As  stated 
above,  there  was  not  one  fatal  case  of  the  disease  during  the 
year.  We  may,  therefore,  congratulate  ourselves  that  for  the 
second  year  in  succession  we  have  escaped  so  well. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Twenty-six  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  during  the 
year,  being  2  more  than  in  1912.  The  cases  were  notified  from 
the  various  wards  in  the  following  order  : — Six  from  Broad- 
well,  7  each  from  Langley  and  Warley  South,  2  from  Warley 
North,  3  from  Rounds  Green,  and  1  from  Central  Ward.  There 
were  3  deaths  from  the  disease  and  2  from  croup,  but  the  two 
latter  cases  were  not  given  as  being  membraneous,  so  that  I 
am  unable  to  say  whether  they  were  (if  a  specific  character.  In 
most  of  the  cases  a  supply  of  anti-toxin  was  afforded  from  the 
Sanitary  Department,  on  the  application  of  the  medical  man 
attending  the  cases,  and  I  have  not  any  doubt  whatever  that 
this  form  of  treatment  accounts  in  a  great  measure  for  the 
lessened  mortality  from  this  disease. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

There  were  three  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the 
year,  2  of  which  occurred  in  the  practise  of  one  particular  mid¬ 
wife,  and,  as  she  had  already  had  previous  cases,  an  investiga¬ 
tion  was  made  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  County  Sanitary  Committee,  and  the  midwife  was  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Central  Midwives’  Board.  The  result  of  their 
deliberation  is  not  yet  known.  I  am  pleased,  however,  to  be 
able  to  state  that  all  the  children  recovered  from  the  disease 
without  any  ill  results. 


TABLE  IV.  —  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1913. 
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Isolation  Hospital  :— Smethwick  and  Oldbury  Con-Joint  Hospital,  Holly  Lane.  Smethwick. 
Isolation  Hospital  : — South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small-Pox  Hospital,  Moxley,  Staffs. 
Sanatoria  receiving  patients  :  — Knightwick,  Hayley-Green  and  Welland,  Worcestershire. 
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Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever. 


Tuberculosis. 


ENTERIC  OR  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

The  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  notified  during  1913 
was  4,  being  the  smallest  number  of  this  disease  ever  notified. 
Two  of  the  cases  were  in  one  house,  one  of  the  two  proving 
fatal ;  this  was  the  only  fatal  case  which  occurred  during  the 
year. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  was  55,  compared  with  80  in  1912.  This  is  a 
very  considerable  reduction,  especially  when  we  consider  that 
much  greater  care  is  being  exercised  by  the  medical  fraternity 
in  watching  for  cases  of  this  disease.  Cases  have  been  sent  to 
various  sanatoria,  with  excellent  results  up  to  the  present. 
During  the  present  year  (1914)  the  tuberculosis  dispensaries 
will  be  in  full  working  order,  the  County  Council  having  at  last 
come  to  terms  with  the  Local  Government  Board  as  to  the 
arrangements  which  were  necessary  to  carry  out  this  important 
part  of  the  work.  The  County  Council  have  now  fixed  upon 
two  premises — one  in  Oldbury  and  one  in  Warley — where  the 
tuberculosis  officer  will  attend  once  or  twice  a  week,  if  found 
necessary  to  do  so.  The  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  notified 
were  11,  and  were  almost  all  in  children,  who  were  treated 
either  by  the  family  medical  attendant  or  at  one  of  the  hospitals. 
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General  Work. 


H  ousing  and 

Town 

Planning. 


Water  Supply. 


Meat  Supply. 


THE  GENERAL  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY 

DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  past  year  a  considerable  amount  of  work  has 
been  accomplished  in  the  Sanitary  Department.  The  Inspectors 
have  been  fully  occupied  in  carrying  out  their  multifarious 
duties.  These  duties  are  increasing  year  bv  year,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  the  work  is  faithfully  carried  out  to  my 
entire  satisfaction. 

Upwards  of  4000  inspections  have  been  made  in  the  routine 
work  of  the  department.  In  addition,  405  houses  have  been 
inspected  under  the  regulations  of  the  Town  Planning  Act; 
1055  defects  were  found,  and  have  been  remedied.  This  work 
has  been  carried  out  with  very  little,  if  any,  friction  between 
the  authority  and  the  owners  of  the  properties  affected;  12 
closing  orders  were  made  by  the  Council,  all  of  which  were 
effected  ;  5  houses  were  demolished. 

The  water  supply  has  been  plentiful  during  the  year,  the 
South  Staffordshire  Water  Company  having  afforded  water  of 
a  good  quality  and  in  sufficient  quantity.  The  water  has  been 
submitted  for  analysis,  and  found  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory. 
Five  old  wells  have  been  closed  during  the  year  as  being  pol¬ 
luted,  and  unfit  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  ;  the  number 
of  wells  still  existing  is  _jq. 

There  has  been  constant  supervision  over  the  meat  supply 
in  the  district,  and  the  meat  has  been  found  to  be  of  a  satis¬ 
factory  character.  The  Inspectors  have  visited  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  while  the  killing  has  been  in  progress,  and  every 
assistance  has  been  afforded  them  by  the  butchers  in  judging 
of  the  quality  of  the  beasts  which  were  being  prepared  for  sale. 
There  have  been  several  cases  where  the  animal  was  found  to 
be  defective,  which  were  at  once  voluntarily  surrendered,  even 
when  the  officer  was  not  present  at  the  time,  the  butcher  him¬ 
self  supplying  the  information.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  we 
have  at  last  arrived  at  a  good  understanding  with  the  purveyors 
of  this  important  branch  of  our  food  supply. 
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Fish  Supply. 


Bakehouses. 


Factories  and 
Workshops. 


Schools. 


Overcrowding. 


Milk  Supply. 


There  has  been  a  good  supply  of  fish  during  the  year,  and 
this  article  of  our  food  supply  lias  also  been  ol  a  satisfactory 
nature ;  we  have  had  no  prosecution  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  and  we  are  not  now  troubled  with  outside  itinerants  as 
we  were  formerlv.  These  people  have  learned  from  past  ex¬ 
perience  lo  avoid  prosecution  by  refraining  from  hawking  fish 
of  a  doubtful  character. 

The  bakehouses  are  regularly  visited,  and  are  now  kept  in 
a  cleanlv  and  healthy  condition,  both  as  regards  the  well-being 
of  the  workpeople  and  also  of  the  food  which  is  prepared  there. 

The  factories  and  workshops  are  regularly  inspected,  the 
sanitary  arrangements  being  kept  in  cleanly  and  satisfactory 
condition.  Attention  is  given  that  proper  ventilation  is  main¬ 
tained,  overcrowding  is  strictly  forbidden,  and  everything  is 
done,  so  far  as  possible,  to  make  the  conditions  under  which 
the  workers  are  employed  as  satisfactory  as  they  can  be. 

The  schools  are  regularly  visited  to  see  that  the  sanitary 
arrangements  are  maintained  in  a  perfectly  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition. 

Eleven  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

The  milk  supply  has  had  our  constant  attention  during  the 
year.  The  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  regularly  visited, 
and  are  now  kept  in  a  cleanly  and  satisfactory  state.  1  he  milk- 
shops  are  also  properly  looked  after,  and  any  defects  found  are 
immediately  remedied. 


Sewage 

Disposal. 


Nightsoil 

Removal. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  SCAVENGING. 

The  treatment  of  the  sewage  is  under  the  Surveyor’s  super¬ 
vision  and  management.  After  many  years  of  experimental 
work  a  satisfactory  system  has  been  achieved.  The  result  now 
obtained  of  a  good  effluent  reflects  very  great  credit  upon  all 
who  have  been  engaged  in  this  work  and  brought  it  to  such  a 
satisfactory  conclusion. 

The  nightsoil  work  is  still  done  by  contractors,  who  do  the 
work  in  a  more  or  less  satisfactory  manner.  1  am,  however, 
still  of  the  opinion  that  all  this  work  might  be  more  elfectively 
done  by  the  Council  itself. 

I  append  the  Sanitarv  Officer’s  and  the  Health  Missioner  s 
Reports,  where  full  particulars  will  be  found  of  their  work  and 
the  results  they  have  obtained. 
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ftealfl)  Iftissioner’s  Report  of  Work  done 
during  ibe  pear  19U. 


During  the  year  16  lectures  were  given  and  3001  visits  were 
paid,  a  summary  of  which  is  given  in  Table  I. 

INFANT  WORK. 

906  infants  were  visited  during  the  year,  and,  owing  to  the 
Earlv  Notification  of  Births  Act,  most  of  these  were  visited 
within  a  fortnight  of  the  birth  ;  some  were  much  older  owing 
to  the  birth  having  occurred  in  another  district  and  the  family 
moving  into  Oldbury  afterwards. 

Tables  of  infantile  mortality  are  affected  by  so  many  causes 
that  they  are  almost  useless,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  you  data  giving  definite  results.  But  1  am  convinced 
that  the  practical  and  timely  instruction  I  have  been  able  to 
give  has  prevented  much  suffering,  and  even  loss  of  life.  The 
advice  given  has  been  well  received,  and  in  some  cases  sought 
after. 

In  many  instances  I  have  been  able  to  persuade  the  mother 
to  obtain  medical  aid  much  sooner  than  she  would  otherwise 
have  done  when  the  infant  has  been  ill,  and  so  prevent  that  in¬ 
discriminate  dosing  of  the  child  with  so-called  “  old-fashioned  ” 
concoctions  which  kindly  and  misguided  neighbours  recommend. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  the  great  improvement  in  the  feed- 

Feeding. 

ing  of  the  infants  visited.  It  will  be  seen  by  Table  I.  that  of 
the  906  visited  769  were  breast-fed,  75  had  both  breast  and 
bottle  feeding,  and  49  only  were  nourished  entirely  on  artificial 
food  ;  13  did  not  live  long  enough  to  take  any  food. 

This  improvement  may  Ire  attributed  largely  to  the  Early 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  to  my  having  established  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  friendship  and  created  a  sense  of  unreserve  among  the 
mothers.  But  in  some  few  cases  1  still  find  such  things  as 
bread,  biscuits,  water-gruel,  rusks,  and  in  one  case  chipped 
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potatoes,  included  in  the  diet  of  infants.  But  in  most  cases  I 
find  the  mothers  willing-  to  perform  the  important  duty  of 
suckling-  their  children,  and  it  is  only  when  this  is  found  to  be 
impossible  that  artificial  feeding-  is  resorted  to,  but,  as  I  men¬ 
tioned  in  my  last  report,  a  great  many  mothers  make  the  mis¬ 
take  of  suckling"  their  children  too  long,  as  thev  have  the 
erroneous  idea  that  it  prevents  pregnancy. 

As  regards  the  illegitimate  children,  breast  feeding  is 
seldom  carried  on  for  longer  than  a  few  weeks,  the  mothers 
being  obliged  to  go  to  work  as  soon  as  possible.  But  these 
children  when  put  out  to  nurse  are  as  a  rule  well  looked  after 
and  fairly  well  nourished. 

There  are  still  a  few  tube  bottles  in  use,  and  every  effort  is 
made  to  discourage  their  use  ;  it  would  be  an  undoubted  boon 
if  their  sale  was  illegal. 

MOTHERS’  WORK. 

The  i  1 8  mothers  given  in  Table  I.  as  working  are  those 
who  worked  during  pregnancy,  and  most  of  them  go  to  work 
again  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  birth  of  the  child.  But  in  a 
few  cases  during  the  year  I  have  been  able  to  persuade  the 
mothers  to  stay  at  home  and  look  after  their  homes  and  children. 

THE  HOME. 

The  nature  of  the  environments  of  the  poor  must  of  neces¬ 
sity  exercise  a  considerable  influence  upon  the  health  of  the 
infant,  and  the  domestic  conditions  of  some  of  the  homes  is 
most  unsatisfactory.  Poverty  is  nearly  always  pleaded  as  an 
excuse,  but  often  the  real  cause  is  bad  management  and  lack 
of  method. 

The  proximity  of  ash-pits,  refuse,  and  sometimes  privies, 
etc.,  favours  the  breeding  of  flies,  carriers  and  disseminators  of 
disease,  particularly  infantile  diarrhoea. 

Housing  conditions  greatly  affect  chest  diseases  in  infants. 
Where  there  is  no  through  ventilation,  or  where  overcrowding 
exists,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  are  most  frequent. 

Even  when  properly  housed,  people  brought  up  among  bad 
surroundings  often  crowd  into  one  room  with  shut  windows, 
leaving  the  rest  of  the  house  unused. 

There  is  great  difficulty  in  keeping  milk  in  small  houses, 
the  proper  accommodation  for  good  storage  being  poor  and 
often  entirely  lacking. 
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DEATH  VISITS. 

161  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  of  which  number  129 
were  inquired  into,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  Table  II.  that  of  these 
69  were  breast-fed,  19  had  both  breast  and  artificial  feeding, 
28  were  fed  entirely  on  artificial  food,  and  13  did  not  live  long 
enough  to  have  any  food  at  all. 

The  principal  causes  inquired  into  were  diarrhoeal  diseases 
(}-),  which  is  a  great  increase  on  those  of  the  previous  year. 
Most  of  these  occurred  during  August,  September,  and  October  ; 
respiratory  21,  which  were  most  prevalent  in  April  and  June,  May 
being  entirelv  free.  Zymotic  15,  of  which  14  were  measles,  and 
these  chiefly  occurred  in  May  and  June. 

Premature  births  still  continue  to  considerably  increase  the 
infant  death-rate;  also  infantile  debility,  and  the  chief  factor 
in  these  cases  is,  I  think,  the  poverty  and  hardship  which  affects 
the  mother  during  pregnancy,  who  frequently  has  her  children 
in  too  rapid  succession  ;  in  certain  classes,  where  large  families 
are  the  rule,  the  deaths  are  often  in  the  ratio  of  3  or  4  to  every 
child  who  survives,  and  there  are  in  Oldbury  one  or  two  women 
who  have  had  over  10  children  each  that  have  all  died  within  a 
month  of  birth. 

MIDWIVES. 

Fort\ -seven  visits  were  paid  to  midwives,  who  still  appre¬ 
ciate  the  efforts  made  in  their  interests  towards  the  improvement 
in  their  work. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Three  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  occurred  during  the 
year,  two  being  in  the  practice  of  one  midwife  ;  121  v  isits  were 
paid  to  these,  and  the  sight  of  all  the  children  was  saved. 


L.  WOODFIELD. 
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Bronchitis.  11  :  Bronclio-Pneumonia,  7  :  Pneumonia,  3. 
Marasmus.  0:  Debility,  12 ;  Inanition,  3:  Malnutrition,  1. 
Convulsion,  10  :  Dentition,  2  ;  Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous), 
Tubercular  Meningitis,  1  ;  Tubercular  Peritonitis,  1. 

Syphilis,  1  :  Pemphigus,  1  :  Gastritis,  4  :  Suffocated  in  bed, 
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Annual  Report  ot  the  Sanltarp  Inspector, 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting-  to  you  the  annual  report  of 
the  sanitary  work  completed  in  the  district  during-  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1913. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  I  am  able  to  record  the  general 
improvement  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  township.  Our 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  removal,  as  far  as  possible, 
of  any  nuisance  or  insanitary  condition  which  would  be  dele¬ 
terious  to  the  health,  comfort,  and  well-being  of  the  inhabitants. 
We  have  worked  strenuously  and  with  considerable  activity  to 
realise  the  improved  sanitary  conditions  which  have  been  ac¬ 
complished.  The  house  accommodation  is  plentiful,  the 
majority  of  which  have  good  sanitary  surroundings  ;  93  houses 
have  been  built  during  the  year. 

HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &c.,  ACT, 

1909. 

In  following  the  provisions  of  this  Act  we  have  inspected 
405  houses,  with  1055  defects  found  and  remedied  ;  200  houses 
were  made  lit  for  occupation,  13  houses  were  represented  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  12  closing  orders  were  made  by  the 
Council,  and  12  orders  became  operative.  Eighty-eight  defects 
were  remedied  after  closing-  orders  were  made,  7  closing-  orders 
were  determined,  and  5  houses  demolished. 

Apart  from  the  inspections  under  the  Housing  and  I'own 
Planning  Act,  there  have  been  123  houses  repaired  and  made 
lit  for  habitation,  1  139  defects  having  been  found  and  remedied; 
also  1 1  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated. 

There  were  163  privies  converted  into  water-closets,  and 
^  additional  water-closets  provided;  19  water-closets  were  re¬ 
paired  and  pul  in  proper  working  order  and  condition,  and  71 
ash-pits  have  been  re-constructed  or  repaired. 


Hou^e  Drains. 


Infectious 

Disease. 


Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops. 


Food. 


We  are  continuing-  a  vigilant  inspection  of  all  house  drains 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining-  their  condition,  and  all  defective 
drains  and  traps  are  repaired  without  delay.  In  this  particular 
175  drains  have  been  laid  or  re-laid,  23  have  been  repaired, 
trapped,  or  ventilated,  124  obstructed  drains  have  been  dealt 
with,  4  house  drains  have  been  tested,  and  15  insanitary  lava¬ 
tories,  sinks,  or  urinals  have  been  rectified. 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  careful  inquiries  are  made 
with  regard  to  the  means  of  isolation,  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  premises,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  into  the  domestic 
habits  of  the  people  and  matters  which  relate  to  the  school  life 
of  the  children,  and  the  different  food  supplies  likely  to  affect 
the  health  of  the  household.  In  cases  where  isolation  is  im¬ 
possible  the  patients  are  removed  to  the  hospital.  All  bedding 
and  clothing  is  disinfected  by  our  steam  disinfector,  and  the 
houses  and  premises  are  fumigated  and  disinfected  under  the 
instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Inquiries  have 
been  made  into  127  cases  of  infectious  disease,  36  patients  were 
removed  to  hospital,  117  lots  of  bedding  were  disinfected,  and 
113  houses  disinfected,  stripped,  cleansed,  and  limewashed. 

The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milk-shops  are  regularly  in¬ 
spected,  and  are  kept  in  a  more  cleanly  and  wholesome  con¬ 
dition,  and  the  cattle  present  a  more  healthy  appearance.  But 
there  is  still  the  old  prejudice  against  the  proper  ventilation  of 
the  cowsheds  and  the  free  circulation  of  fresh  air  in  them,  and 
the  proper  grooming  of  the  cattle.  As  this  is  a  matter  that 
very  greatly  affects  the  cleanly  condition  of  the  milk,  and  pre¬ 
vents  the  admixture  of  filth  and  other  matters,  it  is  necessary 
that  care  should  be  taken  to  see  that  the  cattle  are  well  cleansed, 
and  that  the  operator  or  person  in  charge  should  also  be  in  a 
cleanly  condition.  Likewise  the  utensils  should  in  all  cases  be 
thoroughly  cleansed.  There  are  at  present  94  persons  engaged 
in  the  milk  trade  in  the  district,  37  dairies  are  registered,  and 
61  cowsheds.  There  have  been  20  contraventions  of  the  Acts, 
Orders,  and  Bye-laws.  There  are  approximately  310  milking 
cows  in  the  district. 

We  have  regularly  inspected  the  market,  shops,  and 
slaughter-houses,  and  have  found  the  food  supply  to  be  of  good 
quality.  About  2^cwts.  of  meat  has  been  surrendered  to  us. 

We  have  taken  15  samples  of  water  for  analysis,  5  wells 
have  been  closed  as  polluted  and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes, 


Water  Supply. 
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Factories  and 
Workshops. 


Scavenging. 


Sanitary 

Inspection. 


Canal  Boats 
Inspection. 


i  well  has  been  abolished,  and  130  houses  have  been  supplied 
with  water  from  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  during- 
the  year.  1  here  are  44  wells  still  existing  in  the  district. 

W  e  have  129  workshops  and  work-places  registered  in  the 
district,  24  of  which  are  bakehouses.  These  have  been  regu¬ 
larly  inspected,  13  being  certified  for  limewashing,  and  2  other 
nuisances  found  and  dealt  with.  The  outworkers’  homes  and 
premises  have  also  been  visited. 

The  work  of  nightsoil  removal  from  premises  is  done  bv 
contractors,  and  consists  of  the  removal  of  all  faical  matter 
from  the  middens  and  ash-pits,  and  the  cleansing  of  ash-bins 
and  dry  ash-pits  of  ashes  and  house  refuse.  The  drv  ash-pits 
and  ash-bins  are  emptied  in  the  day-time,  the  latter  at  weekly 
intervals;  the  old  midden-steads  are  being  converted  into  water- 
closets,  and  all  new  buildings  are  provided  with  the  water 
carriage  system.  There  are  approximately  1593  privies  still 
left  in  the  district,  in  which  total  is  included  1  1  movable  re¬ 
ceptacles.  There  are  now  5754  water-closets,  in  which  total 
37  waste  water-closets  are  included.  The  yards  and  premises 
are  regularly  disinfected  where  anv  nuisance  is  likelv  to  occur. 

We  have  made  4034  inspections  during  the  year,  and  have 
carefully  advised  any  persons  interested  in  property  as  to  the 
necessary  works  of  re-construction,  renovation,  and  repair. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  annual  report  of 
the  working  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  in  this  district  during  the 
year  ended  December  31st,  1913. 

W'e  have  regularly  inspected  all  boats  plying  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and  have  found  an  improved  condition  of  the  boats,  and 
a  general  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  and  orderly  condition 
of  the  occupants  themselves.  WTe  have  noted  with  pleasure 
the  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  follow  our  advice, 
and  to  carry  out  any  instructions  given  to  them. 

We  h  ave  made  228  inspections  of  canal  boats  during  the 
year,  200  of  which  were  conforming  to  the  Canal  Boats  Acts 
and  Local  Government  Regulations,  but  28  boats  were  found 
infringing  the  Acts  and  Regulations;  altogether  44  infringe¬ 
ments  were  found  upon  them.  In  each  case  caution  forms  were 
served  upon  the  owners  or  the  persons  responsible.  The  canal 
boats  inspected  w'ere  registered  for  797A  persons,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  occupying  was  626,  viz.,  323  male  adults,  137  female  adults, 


96  children  of  school  age,  and  70  under  school  age.  The  ages 
and  sexes  of  the  children  are  given  in  the  table  beneath  : — 


under 

Ages.  ..15  141312111098  7  6  5  4  3  2  1  1  year. 


Boys...  33566456  1  56886710 

Girls...  22447266613  3  3  7732 

The  following  infringements  of  the  Acts  and  Regulations 
were  found  : — Absence  of  certificate  4,  marking  4,  overcrowd¬ 
ing  1,  females  improperly  occupying  1,  cleanliness  1,  painting 
8,  ventilation  1,  dilapidation  13,  removal  of  bilge  water  2, 
without  pump  2,  no  proper  water  vessel  7. 

During  our  inspections  we  have  pointed  out  to  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  owners  to  have  all  boats  thoroughly  equipped, 
and  thus  make  the  work  as  convenient  as  possible. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  infectious  disease  on  any  of  the 
canal  boats  during  the  year. 

I  append  a  statistical  supplement  of  the  canal  boats  in¬ 
spection,  together  with  a  tabular  summary  of  sanitary  work 
completed  in  the  district  : — 


Gentlemen,  I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


GEORGE  H.  ROBBINS, 
Sanitary  and  Canal  Boats  Inspector. 


Tabular  Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  completed 
in  the  year  ending1  December  31st,  1913. 


No.  of  complaints 

No.  of  inspections 

No.  of  preliminarv  notices  served 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with 


No. 

69 


Hoi'sing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909:- 

No.  of  houses  inspected 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation... 

No.  of  closing  orders  made  by  the  local  authority 


405 


1 2 


12 
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No. 

No.  of  closing  orders  that  became  operative  ...  12 

No.  of  defects  remedied  without  closing  orders...  1053 

No.  of  defects  remedied  after  closing  orders  ...  88 

No.  of  closing  orders  determined  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  re-paved  ...  ...  40 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding-  abated  ...  ...  11 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  apart  from  this  Act...  93 

Apart  from  the  inspections  under  the  Housing  Act,  123  houses 

have  been  rendered  fit  for  habitation  in  which  were  found  1139 
defects,  all  of  which  were  remedied. 

House  Drains  : — 

No.  laid  or  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

No.  trapped,  ventilated,  and  repaired  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ...  ...  124 

No.  of  house  drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks,  and  urinals 

rectified  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected 

(weekly)  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

No.  of  dumb  wells  rectified  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water-Closets  : — 

No.  of  additional  w.c’s  provided  ...  ...  5 

No.  repaired,  ventilated,  and  supplied  with  water  19 

Privies  and  Ash-Pits  : — 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ash-pits  provided... 

No.  of  pail  closets  and  privies  converted  to  w.c’s  163 
No.  converted  to  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  ash-pits  repaired  ...  ...  ...  71 

Scavenging  : — 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed...  7984 
No.  of  privies  and  ash-pits  cleansed  ...  ...  7882 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  ...  ...  144,299 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed  ...  ...  weekly 

Offensive  Trades  : — 


No.  under  observation 
No.  improperly  conducted 
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No. 


Water  Supply  : — 

No.  of  wells  sunk 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  ...  5 

No.  of  disused  wells  abolished  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  ...  15 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient 

water  supplies  dealt  with...  ...  ...  io 

No.  of  wells  still  existing  in  the  district...  ...  44 

Slaughter-Houses  : — 

No.  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...  weekly 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  re¬ 
ported  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Are  bye-laws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out  ...  yes 

Factories  and  Workshops  : — 

No.  under  observation  ...  ...  ...  129 

No.  certified  for  limewashing  by  Inspector  ...  13 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...  4-yearly 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nui¬ 
sances  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  outworkers’  premises  inspected...  ...  9 

Purveyors  of  Milk  : — 

No.  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Dairies  : — 

No.  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders,  and  Bye¬ 
laws  dealt  with  ...  ..  ...  ...  20 


At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...quarterly 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with  ...  nil 

Approximate  number  of  milking  cows  in  district...  310 


Cowsheds  : — 

No.  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported  ... 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...quarterly 
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No. 

Canal  Boats  : — 

No.  of  certificates  renewed 

No.  of  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  228 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations 

dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Lodging-Houses  : — 

No.  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  regularly  inspected  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...  weekly 

Food : — 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 
Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption  ...  2^cwt. 
Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  con¬ 
sumption  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  icwt. 

Animals  Kept  so  as  to  be  a  Nuisance  : — 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice  ...  ...  5 

Accumulation  of  Offensive  Refuse  — 

No.  of  removals  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infectious  Disease  : — 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease  113 
Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  or  de¬ 
stroyed  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 17 

No.  of  patients  removed  to  hospital  ...  ...  36 


Statistical  Summary  of  the  Working  of  the 
Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  and  1884,  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 

No. 

228  canal  coats  were  inspected  registered  for  79 fh 
adults. 

200  canal  boats  were  conforming  with  the  Acts  and 
Local  Government  Regulations. 

Total  number  occupying  cabins  ...  .  .  ...  626 

Details  oe  Occupation  : — 

Male  adults  ...  ...  ...  ...  323 

Female  adults  ...  ...  ...  137 

Children  of  school  age  ...  ...  ...  96 

Children  under  school  age  ...  ...  ...  70 

Details  Showing  Numbers  Infringing  the  Acts  and 
Regulations  : — 

No.  of  cases  No.  of  cases 

met  with.  remedied. 

4  Absence  of  certificate  ...  ...  3 

4  Marking  ...  ...  ...  .3 

1  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  r 

1  Females  over  12  improperly  occupying...  1 

1  Cleanliness  ...  1 

8  Painting  ...  ...  ...  9 

1  Ventilation  ...  ...  •••  1 

13  Dilapidation  ...  ...  ...  13 

2  Removal  of  bilge  water  ...  ...  2 

2  Without  pump  ...  ...  •••  1 

7  No  proper  water  vessel  ...  •••  7 

44  Total  cases  met  with.  Total  cases  remedied  44 

No.  of  printed  notice  forms  issued...  ...  28 

No.  of  notices  attended  to  ...  ...  •••  28 

No.  still  corresponding  about  ...  •••  1 


